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Sunday, July 20, 2013
All the team (14) members from Nigeria‐Lagos & Ibadan, UK, and the USA met in Lagos for a bus trip to
Republic of Benin. The road trip was fun as the team members chatted, joked, and ate snacks etc until
we got to the Nigerian/Benin Republic border.
Both on the Nigerian and the Benin Republic side of the
border; we had challenges of dealing with corrupt border
officials especially the Nigerian Custom Officials and the
Benin Republic Immigration Officials. When the officials
could not find anything on us to demand bribe, they
began to use delay tactics since it was getting late in the
evening. They knew that many of us in the group came
from overseas and one of the team members is an
American white lady whom they picked on quite a
bit. After parting with some money, they let us go around
7:30pm local time.

On our way between the border and getting to Porto Novo, we had a flat tire in the middle of nowhere
about 8:00pm. We were in high spirits, not afraid of arrows that fly by day or night time. The tire was
replaced and we continued with our journey to Porto Novo. We got to our hotel about 9pm, had our
dinner and evening devotions around 10pm.
Monday, July 21, 2013
Monday program started slow in the morning. However, a
powerful praise worship led by a youth group brought the
Spirit of God down and brightened the day for everyone.
This was followed by the Economic Empowerment
Seminar. The Economic Empowerment Seminar was
organized for local small businesses, church members,
church leaders, pastors, and missionaries and their
spouses.
In the Economic Empowerment Seminar, we covered such topics as Marketing & Business Growth,
Customer Services, and Record Keeping & Accounting for Small Businesses. While these topics appear to

be simple for many people who are educated and are doing well economically in the developed world,
these could be difficult topics when someone is uneducated and has no access to funding. The biggest
challenge for the presenters was making sure not to use words or phrases that will mean something
different in the local language. To God be the glory, the seminar was a big success. The question and
answer sessions helped the participants get involved. Questions on issues such as small business record
keeping when the business owner could not read or write or reinvesting profit when the entire family
depends on the small business for daily living were addressed.
Meeting with the recipients of ACF Economic Empowerment micro‐loans:
One group of the recipients in Porto Novo (new) created a system where a recipient deposits 3,000
Benin CFA (USA $7) with the group and gets 50,000 CFA (USA $112) in micro‐loan. They pay 5,000 CFA
(USA $11.2) every month for 10 months. This group received $1,000 from ACF in 2012 and was able to
share this money among eight to ten recipients. The initial 3,000 CFA or USA $7 deposited by each
member is used to create another pool of money to lend to other people.

The second group in Ikpinle is doing fairly well. Of the eight recipients of the micro‐loans of 157,500 CFA
or USA $350, two are in default. One of the young recipients in this group has had several family
challenges that affected his goat rearing business while the second person did not just perform well in
business.
We also had visitation/tour of ACF Economic
Empowerment Recipients sites. One of the
recipients used her money to make and sale
liquid soap. Another used his money to buy
one male rabbit and four female rabbits. The
rabbits are multiplying and are being sold to
make repayments of the loan.

Pastors and Church Leaders Training ‐ Tuesday, July 22, and Wednesday 2013‐
1. The second and third days of the mission program were dedicated to Pastor’s training and
evangelistic crusades. It needs to be noted that several of the pastors, church leaders, and
workers do not have formal education. Some gave their lives to Christ, may be in the city, and
went to the village and became pastors. The two days leadership training were broken down as
follows:
a. Pastors and church Leadership: THEME: A Church without Spot or Wrinkle (Eph. 5:27)
i. The State of the Church today‐ They are not of the world (Has the church turned
worldly?)‐ Emilia Ogigirigi
ii. A powerless Church‐ Effect of Sin and Disobedience to individuals and the
Church‐ Bro Hyacinth Ezeka
iii. An Apostolic church‐ The Ideal church (Unity and love)‐ Bro Kehinde Olagunju
iv. A healthy family environment (relationships)‐ Foundation for a healthy church‐
Pastor Sonny/Sis Elizabeth
v. A witnessing Church‐ Ministry of Reconciliation (Soul winning and Discipleship)‐
Pastor Chuks Ezewuzie

The adult session on family relationship as a foundation for a healthy church has always been popular
even in village settings. The challenges of husband and wife relationship are universal but compounded
by culture, illiteracy, wrong doctrines, and economic hardship. The break out session where the men
and women were separated brought out so many issues that time did not permit us to exhaust.

Youths and Young Adult’s Program
Tuesday, July 23, and Wednesday July 24, 2013
The team also organized programs for the Youths, Young Adults and Children. The theme and the topics
discussed with the youths and young adults are as follows:

THEME: Remember now your creator… Eccl. 12:1
vi. Exposing the theme (Why choose Jesus)‐ Pastor Matthew Ajayi
vii. Youths and Relationships (How you can stay pure/dangers of early pregnancies)‐
Breakout groups for males and females‐ Pastor Matthew/Chukwudi, Bro.
Hyacinth Ezeka, Sis Emilia and Sis Moji
viii. The place of the youths in the church‐ Pastors Matthew and Chukwudi
ix. Choosing a Career (What is your passion and what will you like to become)‐
Mimi Ukwuani/Blessing Aroh.
The mission trip generally was an eye opener in the sense that we still have a lot of work to do so that
the seeds sown will grow to help the people mature in the knowledge and truth of the bible. The
sessions reveal that the people actually lack the basic truth of the bible. We saw the strong desire to
know more of the bible rather than church doctrines.

The response from the youths was outstanding at the beginning and end of the teaching. We had about
a hundred (100) youth leaders from different churches in attendance. In the three sessions the youth
leaders all responded positively and asked question like the one below that revealed the depth of
interest expressed on the topics.
(1) Can a member of the church have the gift of God in him?
(2) Is it possible for the Spirit of God to speak to any leader apart from Pastors?
(3) Does God speak through dreams?
From the questions they asked it was obvious they have been kept in the dark. The seminar opened
their eyes. Amazingly one of the Youth leaders gave a perfect recap and teaching of how he benefited
from one of the lessons delivered by Prof. Hyacinth Ezeka.
At the end of every session they learnt new songs which they were able to present as special numbers to
the general house at the seminar. It was very impactful and opened doors for truth to prevail over
ignorance.

They all promised to return to their various churches and ministries to teach other youths what they
learned at the seminars from the detailed notes they took during each session. About ten (10) youths
gave their lives to Jesus for the first time during the seminars, while many others rededicated their lives
to Christ. They all realized how useful they could be in the church and promised to return to take their
place to be vessels of service in their churches and to their pastors.

Children’s Program
Monday, July 22, Tuesday, July 23, and Wednesday July 24, 2013
The children’s program was based on the theme “A new generation of Africans”. Sis Blessing Aroh, a
young adult that went with the team from the Unites States led the children and youths on July 22, the
first day of the missions’ trip. She took them outside of the building under the tree. She was support by
two other members of the team, Pastor Chukwudi and Sis Kazia. The following day was the actual start
date of the children’s program, but many children and youths turned up on the first day meant for the
Economic Empowerment program. They were combined in one class and Blessing started with an ice
breaker and distributed some candy in order for the children to get comfortable with the teachers. After
praise and worship in their native tongue, Pastor Chukwudi began to witness to the children about
Jesus. He spoke of five colors, black, red, white, gold, and green, representing sin, Jesus' blood that was
shed for our sins, our cleansed hearts, the streets of heaven, and growth in the spirit respectively. The
children performed a song translated from English to their local language to re‐enforce the lesson. The
children were given the opportunity to perform one of the songs to the adults in the main hall. The
performance was inspirational and Sis Blessings joined them in the dance that accompanied the song.
Approximately thirty seven (37) children joined the class the first day and they all gave their live to Christ
except the few very young ones.

The number of children increased on the second and third day as the children really enjoyed
themselves the first day, July 23 ‐ They were split into two classes with those aged twelve years of age
and under kept in the children’s class. Anticipating the children, the teachers organized a small lesson
plan for the class. The bible lesson was about the black heart (a heart full of sin), pretending heart (on

the fence with God and the world), and a pure heart. We prepared pictures drawn on large sheets of
paper illustrating the different hearts and displayed a visual aide of three different cans. One can was
dirty inside and out (black heart). Another was clean on the outside but dirty on the inside (pretending
heart). And the last was clean inside and out (pure heart). These visual aides proved to be very helpful,
because even the smallest child was able to summarize and explain the bible lesson and its meaning and
relevance to their lives. We allotted them time to create their own pictures illustrating and labeling the
three kinds of hearts so they would be able to have something to take back with them and show to
others. There were approximately forty four (44) children alone accounted for on the second day.
On July 24, the third day, the teachers began the children’s program focusing on God's love and mercy
since the lessons for the previous day had focused heavily on sin. The emphasis was on the steps to
repentance when we make a mistake. Pastor Chukwudi followed that with a message of Christ as the
Vine and us as His branches. It was slightly breezy outside on this day and was about to rain. Sis Blessing
asked the children if they liked being outside, they replied, "No..." I then asked if they would rather be
dismissed and join the adults, and they replied with a bold face NO. One of the students went as far as
saying, "It's not like we have holes in our skin that the rain can just enter and kill us." Their enthusiasm
was refreshing, and we ended up sharing the classroom with the youth and young adults for a brief
period and returned outside to finish the children’s bible quizzing. At this point, we counted 69 children
in the class. Many adults passed by during the bible quizzing and were surprised at the questions we
were asking the children (because they didn't know the answers themselves) but were even more
amazed that the children knew these facts. At the end of the day, we had about seventy six (76)
children. Praise be to God! They were so well behaved and willing to learn that Blessing grew to love
these children in the short time that we had spent together.

Visit to an Orphanage
On Wednesday afternoon, we visited a breath taking
orphanage in a village called Sakete. A very poor husband
and wife farmers decided to take on a huge project of taking
care of abandoned and orphan children from surrounding
villages. Some of the children are as young as three years old
and some have grown to be fifteen to seventeen years old.
About nine to twelve boys sleep in a room on mats while
about ten to eleven girls sleep in another room on mats. The
husband and wife and their three children slept in one room
on the floor with no bed. The living room was used as
classroom and library.
In this orphanage, food is very scarce. There is no
government or social system to help. The husband and wife
borrowed money from the ACF micro‐finance loan for their
farm. We donated used clothes and gave the orphanage
$100 –one hundred USA dollars.

The Evangelistic Crusades:
We had evangelistic crusades on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings in Vakon Village. This village is
remote with the closest catholic church about 5 miles away. There are no known protestant, evangelical,
or Pentecostal Churches. A young pastor is trying to start a church in the village and has cleared some
part of the bush, put up some woods and some zinc on top of the woods as roof for the church. The two
days crusades became almost the official lunching of the church.
We started the crusades with powerful praise worship, followed by a film show. The film show was
interrupted in the middle for a message from the Word of God and alter calls, and concluded with the
film show and prayers for healing, demonic deliverance etc. During the alter calls and deliverance
prayers, so many people came out to surrender their lives to Jesus Christ.

Medical Missions: ‐ Thursday and Friday, July 25 & 26, 2013
Food and medicine have always been powerful evangelism tools. We hired and paid four local doctors to
help us during the medical missions. We did not have any doctor in our team this year (2013). We used
some of the nurses in our team and other team members to support our pharmacist unit.
ACF medical mission is different from that of other non‐governmental organizations (NGOs). We spend a
lot of time on the spiritual, social, and physical needs of the patients. Each patient seen by a doctor must
receive one on one spiritual counseling and prayers before going to get medicine from the pharmacy.
On the first day of the medical missions, the doctors saw
about 275 patients‐ children, teenagers, middle age men
and women and the old. Many of the patients had
malaria, fever, cough, stomach, eyes problems, high
blood pressure, etc. Several of these patients have never
seen a doctor, some who had seen a doctor have ran out
of medication and had no money to replenish their
medicines.

On the second day of the medical missions, Friday, July
26, 2013, news had gone around Vakon and surrounding
villages that missionaries from the USA are giving free
medical treatment and medicine. We had probably over
two thousand people that showed up. The number
overwhelmed our capacity. Trying to give numbers for
them to get vital health signs checked out almost
created a riot. Some of the people who could not see the
doctors either because the doctors were totally
exhausted or that we ran out of medicine, were given
used clothes. It was practically impossible for us to
attend to everyone that came. One of the village leaders
who donated the land for the evangelistic crusades
observed that their village had never seen something
like “this” before. A ministry coming to their village gave
clothes, food, and free medical treatment with no
question as to your tribe, nationality, religion etc.
Good News:
Of the several people who gave their lives to Jesus Christ either during the crusades or medical missions,
sixty eight (68) of them came to church the following Sunday, July 27, 2013. The young pastor is
following up with all the new converts. To God be all the glory for the great things He had done.
All the team members arrived their various destinations in the USA, Europe, Nigeria, and Benin Republic
safely.
Prayer Points & Challenges:
1. Thank God for the safety of all our team members and the success of the summer 2013 mission
trip to Republic of Benin.
2. Pray for revival and spiritual breakthrough in Republic of Benin. Benin Republic is the Voodoo
capital of the world. There is a lot of idol worship in the land. Some people who go to
denominational churches still go to fortune tellers or oracle diviners, Voodoo doctors for health
charms etc.
3. Pray for financial resources for the work of the kingdom of God in Republic of Benin. We ran out
of money and were forced to eat just bread and tea. Yes, we fasted both for spiritual
intervention and to save money for transportation back to Lagos, Nigeria.
4. Pray for our host missionaries from Agape Missions‐ Sister Emilia Ogigirigi, Pastor Daniel and his
wife, Pastor Michael and his wife, and Pastor Clement. These missionaries labored so much for
the kingdom of God and tried very hard that the trip was not traumatic on some of the first time
short term missionaries in our group.
5. Pray for our driver who is a new convert as he gave his life to Christ as a result of ACF Mission
trip last year, 2012, that God will strengthen his faith.

